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Studsvik
• 1,200 employees

• 7 countries

• £100M sales

• Privatised 1990s

• 4 Nuclear Licensed Sites

Leading supplier of services to the
global nuclear industry



3

• Nuclear Engineering,          
Waste Management & 
Decommissioning

• 150 personnel

• Part of UK NWM
– Parent Body Organisation of LLWR

• Supplier of services to LLWR
– Tier 2 contractor

• Developing new routes for waste 
treatment

Studsvik UK
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Example UK Waste Processing Projects
• Volume reducing, 

stabilising techniques
– Metal Melting
– Incineration

• Best Practicable 
Environmental Option

• <5% of incoming waste 
is returned as residue 
for disposal



5

Case Study: MoD Legacy Wastes

100t of Pond Furniture deplanted, size 
reduced and dispatched and successfully 

treated in Sweden in 2008



6

Case Study cont 
• Treatment of UCTPs

– 2x 60t steel/lead flasks
– UK’s first heavy export 

successfully completed

• Programme of redundant 
equipment clearance ongoing

– Treatment of activated and 
contaminated components

Unblocking waste 
routes to achieve 
decommissioning 

progress
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Current Problems in UK Waste Market

• Historic practices of metal disposal are continuing

• Lack of awareness that waste treatment routes are available 
and their benefits

• Funding is limited for decommissioning
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Implications
• LLWR capacity continues to be used up

– The lowest tier of waste hierarchy is stimulated

• BPEO not adopted & opportunities for cost savings not realised

• Progress is slow or we do nothing

There is a strong need for new and simplified                   
waste routes within the industry
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Studsvik Metals Recycling Facility
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Metals Recycling Facility: Overview

• Landmark new facility
– Lillyhall, in Workington, Cumbria

• Construction complete

• Facility launch: 6th May 2009

• Capacity to treat 3000+ tonnes/yr

• Large and flexible facility

• Complementary to existing facilities

• Proven techniques
– utilised by Studsvik for 20+ years in 

Sweden
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Studsvik Metals Recycling Service
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Process for Containerised Scrap

• Sorting

• Size reduction

• Decontamination

• Safety check

• Melting (if required)

• Activity assessment

• Recycling
~95% recycled
~5% residues are disposed

UK 
Facility
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MRF Details
• Nuclear Licensed Site

• Authorised via Radioactive Substances Act

• Ability to process up to 1TBq of activity on 
site at any point in time

• Waste Acceptance Criteria available

• Simplifications for consignors:

– Assured Disposal Service with transfer of 
title to the waste on receipt by Studsvik

– Integrated with Swedish melting facility via 
single Transfrontier Shipment Authorisation

Our target is     
world class safety 
and environmental 

performance
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Enablers in Place 

• Government policy establishes waste management hierarchy 

• NDA Strategic BPEO for metals

• Metal treatment routes proven by trial & routine projects

• Metals Recycling Service is available under LLWR contract

• Progress on RSA amendments for all sites in England & Wales

• LLWR’s strategic business case for segregated waste services 
has been presented to NDA



14

Summary 

• Simplified, cost effective routes for waste treatment are required

• The Studsvik MRF is a landmark new facility for the industry

• Construction is complete and all enablers in place

• Metal recycling is the BPEO

• Significant cost savings are possible: strategic / consignors

• Waste treatment unblocks decommissioning programmes

• Positive message about our industry to stakeholders
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