Environment
Agency




Environment
Agency

Regulating Low Level Waste
Management

Andrew Fairhurst
Nuclear Regulator
22 April 2009




This will cover....

© Reminder of policy, guidance and expectations

© Proposals to change authorisations to facilitate LLW transfers for
treatment and disposal

© Authorising landfills for LLW disposal
© Regulatory oversight of LLWR’s Environmental Safety Case

© Strategy / Challenges / Opportunities
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2007 UK Low Level Waste Policy

o

A more flexible and pragmatic approach, stressing the need to
minimise the amount of waste created and for public involvement

A presumption towards early solutions and the proximity principle as a
point of reference

Regulators have a duty to ensure that the policy and regulatory
framework is properly implemented

Requires the NDA to formulate and publish its plans for LLW
management and for the optimal use of the LLWR

Producers and owners of radioactive waste are responsible for
developing their own waste management strategies
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Guidance on disposal

@ In February we published new guidance on
requirements for the authorisation of near-
surface disposal facilities on land for solid
radioactive wastes (the GRA)

© Stipulates 5 ‘Principles’ and 14
‘Requirements’ for authorisation

© Proportionate application
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L ow Level Waste minimisation

© LLW must be minimised:
© Regulatory requirement (BPM)

> GoodbuSiness

ow?

Apply the Waste Management Hierarchy
Plan early

Use clear environmental principles
Consider full lifecycle issues

Set goals & targets

Assess options

Understand / characterise your waste
Review / share best practice
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Authorisation changes to facilitate LLW
treatment and landfill disposal
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LLW authorisation changes - proposals

© To authorise all nuclear sites in England and
Wales (inc. LLWR):

© To transfer metals to the Studsvik Metals Recycling
Facility for treatment

@ To transfer combustible and metal LLW and HV-VLLW
to LLWR for the purposes of transfer elsewhere for
treatment or alternate disposal in more appropriately
engineered facilities (e.g. landfill)

© We are currently consulting on these proposals
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LLW authorisation changes - context

UK LLW Policy
NDA National Nuclear LLW Strategy

LLWR innovations / proposals:
© Encourage segregation at source and offer waste treatment services
© Short-term handling of small volumes of packaged waste via LLWR

© Application to transfer metals to Studsvik Metals Recycling Facility for
treatment

Studsvik Metals Recycling Faclility opening this summer

Nuclear site RSA93 authorisations only currently allow transfer of
waste to LLWR for the purposes of final disposal
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LLW authorisation changes — our position

Support application of the waste management hierarchy

Encourage establishment of direct transfer routes to treatment
facilities where this represents the best environmental option

Support early moves by consignors, the LLWR and suppliers of
treatment options to establish segregation and treatment routes
where these represent good practice

Recognise the need to establish transparent legal instruments to
achieve the above, through authorisation changes as required
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LLW authorisation changes - benefits

© Preserve LLWR capacity

© Metals recycling

© Minimise use of raw materials

© UK based solution (proximity principle)

© Helps generate market for treatment options
© Encourages moves to waste segregation

© Efficient regulatory process

© Cost savings
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LLW authorisation changes

New Route
(metals)

Metals Recycling
Facility, Lillyhall
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transfer

All Nuclear Sites (England and Wales)

Overview of proposals for new authorised transfer routes
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LLW authorisation changes — some further
poINts

o

&®

We want to minimise the number of transfers via the LLWR, we will work
with operators and other regulators to achieve this

IENVAYE I|13ropose not to allow transfers of combustible LLW or HV-
VLLW via the LLWR, until a site specific case is made

We will place strict volume limits on any HV-VLLW transfers via the LLWR

Should other treatment facilities, offering clear environmental benefits,
become available we would consider authorising transfers in a similar
manner to that proposed for the Metals Recycling Facility

We expect operators to continue to seek the best environmental option for
wastes - these proposals in no way preclude other options
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LLW disposal to landfill














































Questions?







